
Minutes of the Belstone Parish Council Meeting held on  
Tuesday 25th MAY 2010 at 7.40pm in the Village Hall Meeting Room. 
 
Present:   Elisabeth Emerson, Stella Hudson, Ann Norman, Susan Norrish 
and Andrew Terry, with Michael Ash in the Chair.   
 
 
11. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Peter Cooper 
 
12. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING of 14th April having been previously 

circulated were confirmed as being a correct record and signed. 
 
13. MATTERS ARISING:   
 Garages forecourt:  Some progress made. 

Parish Plans:  The intention to discuss this topic at the Annual Parish Meeting 
had been advertised in the Beacon and the Village Voice, and also in the agenda 
for the meeting.  There had been some interest, but no great enthusiasm and no 
offers to set up a steering committee. 
Local Government Boundary Review:  After the recent General Election, the 
proposals for either a Unitary Devon or a Unitary Exeter had both finally been 
rejected.  The status quo, with Devon County Council and its constituent Districts 
would remain unchanged. 

 
14. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 DNPA: National Park Forum 28th May.  S.Hudson to attend. 
 DCC:  None 

WDBC: Core Strategy Development Plan:  The fields south of Exeter 
Road are no longer included in the zone for commercial 
development. Dartmoor National Park (and also Belstone Parish 
Council) had objected to the proposed development of the site 
because of its visibility from the northern part of the moor.  

 DAPC: None 
 OTHER: Police:  Survey of preferred opening times for local enquiry office. 
 
15. FINANCE: 
 i. Current state of finances and petty cash: 

Received:  VAT refund (£22.50). 
Payments made:  None 

  Current account: £895.36    Reserve account:  £2,239.42 
Payments to be made:  None 

  Petty Cash:  £45.26 spent since 1st April.  Clerk now £43.54 in arrears. 
  Requested payment of £50.   This was agreed unanimously. 
  Proposed A. Norman                  seconded A. Terry. 
 

ii. Annual return to the external auditor:  
It was agreed unanimously that the Chair should sign each section. 

iii. Internal audit report:  This was accepted unanimously by the meeting.   
Proposed S. Norrish     seconded A. Terry 
It was agreed unanimously to give a gift of a £20 garden token to Simon 
Herbert, the internal auditor.  Proposed S. Hudson   seconded A. Norman. 
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iv. Council diary:  Checked and signed. 
 

16. PLANNING:  None 
 
17. HIGHWAYS: 

i. Matters reported/to be reported to DCC highways maintenance 
department: 

 Potholes:  Most of the many potholes reported had been filled, although 
some still remained. 

 Bus shelter:  No further word about the barrier.  This to be followed up. 
 Litter in the shelter had been cleared, but more had appeared. 
ii. Public toilet:  A. Norman had received a request for the Council to 

consider the need for a public toilet in the village.  The toilets at both the 
Tors and the village hall are used by ‘non-customers’, which adds to the 
cleaning costs at both.  After discussion of this problem, the Council 
considered that even if grants were available for construction, there was 
no longer any funding from West Devon Borough Council or from the 
National Park, and so maintenance and cleaning would have to be an 
expense added to the precept.  A site would also have to be negotiated 
with the Commoners.  It was therefore decided not to follow up this idea at 
present. 

iii. Parking congestion:  The car park cannot be enlarged any further, and 
the congestion at weekends in the holiday season is getting worse.  One 
car known to belong to a resident of another village is parked permanently 
at the top of the village.  A note to be left for its owner. 

 
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  None 

 
19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

Tuesday 6th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall Meeting Room. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked members for their attendance 
and closed the meeting at 9.15pm. 

 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………            dated………………………….. 
                   Chairman 


